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His face shone because he had been talking with God 
 

Moses’ face shone because he had been talking with God.’ This line from our reading from 
Exodus (Ex. 34. 29-end)  is buried in the midst of the story, and if we weren’t listening carefully we 
might well have missed it.  This is an astonishing thing. In our reading this morning, Moses has just 
come down from Mt Sinai with some tablets.  The ‘tablets’ that our reading refers to are not 
electonic devices and they are not medicine pills to take. These are the stones on which are 
engraved the basic commandments of God, what we call the Ten Commandments, which define 
the covenant relationship that God wants with his people. This is already a wonderful thing: God 
gives us help and guidance about how to live in peace and harmony.  
 

But what is perhaps more amazing here is that Moses has been talking with God.  His time 
on Mt Sinai is a time of conversation, of intimacy with God, of deep listening and exchange.  This 
was in a culture and society that believed deeply that if you saw God, gazed upon him, that you 
would die.  It says so elsewhere in the book of Exodus. You would die because you were 
presumptuous and arrogant to think that you could possibly look upon the majesty and awe of 
God in your sinfulness and unworthiness.  
 

And yet, here is Moses, that humble and struggling leader of his people, not only talking 
with God, but being so transformed and changed by his conversation that his face shone… shone 
to the point that he had to cover it up with a veil. This was not just a one off event, but again and 
again Moses had these deep and intimate conversations with God. Again and again Moses went 
deep into prayer to the God in to whom he had entrusted his life.  
 

In our Gospel reading (Luke 9.28-43) we read about another conversation: this time, it is 
Jesus himself who is shining, dazzling white, his face changed.. and he is in conversation with 
Moses and Elijah. Here on this mountain, Jesus’s closest disciples, Peter James and John, also see 
the glory of God and they hear the godly conversation of the great prophets of the covenant.  
And what is more, they hear the voice of God repeating those words they heard at the baptism of 
Jesus: ‘this is my Son the beloved. Listen to him.’  
 

The presence of Moses and Elijah connect this event with the past, with the covenant of 
God with his people. They connect this event in the life of Jesus with giving of instruction and 
guidance for life.  
 

With eyes to see, and ears to hear, the disciples might have been expected to understand 
the message. Peter, James, John! You are in the presence of God, the glory you see in the face of 
Jesus is the glory of God himself. You are hearing the very voice of God instructing you about what 
to do. And perhaps the disciples do have some idea that this is a special moment.   But their 
solution is: let’s build three dwelling places, one for Jesus, one for Moses and one for Elijah. 
Ehhhh! wrong answer.  
 

What Peter James and John are trying to do is to put the glory of God in a box. Let’s 
capture this special moment and keep it just for us: a nice little group of 6: 3 disciples, 2 prophets 
and Jesus. A happy and holy club up on top of a holy mountain. Both our reading from Exodus and 
the rest of our Gospel reading this morning tell us why this is the wrong answer.  
 

Moses, as leader of his people, goes up to the mountain again and again to speak with 
God. It says elsewhere in the Bible that Moses spoke to God as a friend. But Moses doesn’t pray 
and have conversation with God so that he can feel good, or happy, or calm, or so that he can 
escape from the task which lies before him. He speaks to God so that he can know what he is to do 



 2 

for his people. He speaks to God so that he can come down from the mountain and bring them 
good news from God about how to live, and about how to be faithful to their Creator.  
 

Just as Moses doesn’t stay up on the mountain, so too Jesus will not let the disciples stay 
on the mountain, and he has no intention of staying there himself either. The task of Jesus and the 
disciples is not stay in the holy glow of the moutain, but rather to use that time of intimacy and joy 
and strengthening in order for them to bring good news to the people.  
 

Immediately following this awesome time on the mountain, Jesus and the disciples 
confront again the pain and suffering of people’s lives. And they bring to that pain and suffering, 
healing and reconciliation. The desperate man they encounter feels he has lost his son to the 
forces of evil. He has begged the disciples and now he is begging Jesus. How desperate and sad we 
must feel in order to humble ourselves to beg---but that is just what this man does.  
 

The good news of our readings today is that God is there for us. We too can have intimate 
conversations with God. Like Moses, we can talk to God. We need not be afraid.  
 

The good news of our readings today is that when we talk to God, then we too will be 
changed. Maybe that change will mean that our faces shine a bit too.  But what we do know is 
that when we talk and listen to God, we are changed slowly slowly into his likeness.  
 

The good news of our readings today is that when we talk to God, when we trust that he is 
with us in Jesus Christ, we are strengthened and energised for that daily work that confronts us… 
the work of sharing God’s love in our schools, in our homes, in the shops, in our offices, in our 
families.   
 

And that will not be easy. We will still find it at times stressful, exhausting,  and unfulfilling, 
but God is with us always as we walk the way of his cross: the way of love, the way of life and 
peace, the way of the true glory of God.  
 
A prayer for the week 
Almighty Father,  
whose Son was revealed in majesty before he suffered death upon the cross:  
give us grace to perceive his glory,  
that we may be strengthened to suffer with him  
and be changed into his likeness, from glory to glory:  
who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever.  
Amen.  
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